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A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY LI. S., 

COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 

April 7, 1959 


INQUIRIES 

respectfully invited 


Dear Eric; 


Thanks very much for the letter and notes and for the return of the colonial- 
paper. Frankly, I've been so bus.y with this Schulman-Kreisberg sale that I 
haven't had a chance to look at all of the notes that you made, just noticed 
a few on some of the envelopes. I have your list, and as soon as I know what 
I'm going to do with the group, I'll let you know. You're excused for sending 
it PP, only because it arrived safely. There wasn't even any insurance on it. 
The only way my insurance company would cover me would be if it were sent 1st 
class, Certified. Fortunately it got here OK, but not until yesterday, so I 
wasn't able to show it over the week-end. I gave the man the inventory, which 
he'll copy and return, and we'll have to wait until he can get to town again 
to see the stuff. Frankly, I don't feel like shinning it again. That Levy 
note was very interesting. Did he sign any other issues of the continental, 
or any of the state issues? I mentioned this to Mort Stack, and he said that 
he disagrees with you, there were two Jewish signers, but he couldn't remember 
the other. By the way, the plans that I had made to get out there before the 
convention are now all fouled up, since I just learned that the 1st riiight of 
Passover is on the 22nd. Since Chester is planning to drive to the convention, 
I'm going to write to him today, and propose that I drive back with him on 
Sunday, and spend some time with him Sunday evening and Monday. You mentioned 
that you'd be tied up Monday, but perhaps we can get together Monday evening, 
and if we still haven't bored each other, Tuesday morning, and then I can take 
an afternoon plane back home. Please check your calendar, and let me know how 
this will be with you, because I have to order plane tickets. Actually, I 
was going to do that today when I ran across this holiday situation. 

Just rereading your letter and see that you have a fabulous memory. I didn't 
even remember that other group of paper. Did you have a chance to go over it? 

I don't remember. I know that i friend sent it to me to sell for him, and when 
I offered it to JJF, he haci Breen go over it and tswx . he recommended the pur- 
chase. I frankly don't know what was in it. I really don't know if all of 
this was Chapman's stuff. The group that I bought from ilrs. B. only comprised 
about 1/3 of this group, and I have no way of knowing which are which now. Nor 
do I know the original scource of the larger group. 


Am anxiuos to hear about your hot research, but, meanwnile, I finally saw a 
perfect die Washington Ship Halfpenny. That is, without the bulge at the 
water line. No, it isn't available, George Fuld has it. Please 

let me know as soon as possible about spending some time with me on the 27th 
and 28th. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 



Umax 


Richard Picker 


ttSNNSMjnr I 


wokssiohA 

NI/MISMHTISTs) 


April 9, 19$9 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P *0*Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island* Npw York 

Dear Dicki 

Just talked to Chester and he will write you* He 
is not sure whether he will drive or take the 
plane* In any event I could certainly see you 
Monday night following the convention, 

Ben;3arain Levy only signed two issues of Contin- 
ental currency, to my knowledge, but none of the 
state issues* There way be another one but I 
do not know of it. 

Fuld and I are in constant correspondence so I 
hear of all his new acquisitions, 

I will have available, when you come out here, 
items which could be used for trading purposes 
for the notes which you have and will be glad to 
show you some of theinteresting features of my 
new research* ^ 

I will have an article in the Numismatist in May. 
or June* I can»t keep up with Fuld as to volume 
of articles* 

I look forward to seeing you* 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P* NEWMAN 


A.N.A. 



A.N.S. 



P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Apil IS, 1959 


Dear Eric 


Just wrote to Chester. iVill be seeing him Sunday PM, and, if I can get him 
to take off some time on Mon, will spend some time with h im then too. *V'ill 
plan on s'^ending Monday evening with you. At present my plane home is Ii.;25 PM, 
so, if you can spare some time on Tuesday, I'll leave it that way, otherwise. 
I'll try to get something earlier. Since Chester is going to Chicago, he 
just may not get my letter, but. I'll see him at the convention. Please do 
me a favor, and choose a nice hotel for me that will be convenient to both 
your place and Chester's, and make a reservation for me for Sunday and Monday. 

I just don't know enough about the city ar the hotels. 

Was looking over some other colonial paper, and saw another Levy signature 
on a ;^6. of 2/26/77. 

Tn the event that I don't sell that load of paper, ana I make the swap with 
you, I'd appreciate getting coins in return. I'll have enough paper. In the 
event that I make a deal to sell it all. I'll work out something whereby the 
other Tarty will accept a swap that is acceotable to you, or, perhaps I'll ^ 
purchase these tack from him, or, hold them out and make a suitable reduction. 
Sho-uld this latter be the case, please give some thought tis to what I should 
pay, or by what amount I should reduce the price for those that you want. 

Still would like to have a set of photographic plates of the Virginia die 
Varieties. Also, some time ago you told me that you had another new die on 
the Fugios. Have you shot that yet? 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 



/ra.chard Picker 




/ " 



MAYFAIR l-n763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 

COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 

April 11 , 1959 


A.N.S. 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Dear Eric : 


oust a short note to go along vd.th this R. 5 which at long last has arrived. 


±his is not for sale or trade, but only borrowed by me so that you can study 
it. It seems to be from the same die(?) as the Breen piece. Am still wait- 
ing for another one. have you received Mrs. Norweb ' s piece? 

Kindest Regards, 


Sincerely, 



f^chard Picker 


It 





RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 


DATE. 





/ 7/ i 





N9 2555 


AHHRTJVAT" 




ITEM 

INVENTORY 

NUMBER 

PRICE 
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LSlT^r 







A.N.A. 


A.N.5. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL ANO STATE COINS 


April 20, 1959 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Mr. Eric Newman 

Ediaon Brothers Stores, Inc. 

liOO Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 


Just spoke to Mort Stack, and he told me of anotln r Jewish 
sighner on the United Colonies Notes- Ben Jacobs, a Phila- 
delphia merchant, who signed the Feb. 17, 1776 issue. He 
told me that he hasa 6$ note with his signature. I expect to 
see it some time tomorrow. 

Kindst regards. 


Sincerely, 




A.N.A. 


A.N.B. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 


INQUIRIES 


COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


May 5, 1959 


Mr . Eric P , N ewrnan 
400 y/ashlngton Avenue 
Sto Louis, 2, Mo, 

Dear Epic; 


Thanks for an awfully wonderful evening 
and please excuse the delay in acknowledging it, I 
only had tv/o days to get things cleared up before 
registering for the New York convention, and I 
have only just returned fromthat. 

Still nothing has been done about 
my Colonial paper and I saw the intended purchaser 
at this convention. His plea was that he has just 
been too busy to go over the listings and 1 told 
him that if he doesn't make his decision by the 
time I return from Cleveland, I would start handling 
it myself at retail. Frankly, after considering it, 

I don't think that the figure I mentioned is so f ar o ut 
of line. If he buys it, that would only be part of 
the answer, but if I handle it myself at retail, I 
think I will be able to prove it. 

In any event, I wish you w^ld get together 
what coins you would want to trade am -^ P he pieces that 
you want and forward them for my aporoval, so that 
I might know how to act whatever happens, 

I know that Barnsley has sent me a number 
of different bits of information, such as the enclosed, 
and it just takes some time before I can dig it out. 



A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Mr. Erie P, Newman - 2 - May 5, 1959 


However, you may have this one in the meantime and 
please don’t return it to me. You be the researcher. 

I am anxiously awaiting to see some of the 
articles in print and was hoping that in your spare (?) 
time, you will get to the Virginia plates. 

Kindest Regards, 


Sincerely, 



P. S. Enclosed also are some copies of Ken Bressett’s 

information onthe Vermont Ryder 5 along with a new photojt. 
In addition, there is a photo of a new discovery of 
the Massachusetts cent and after checking with Bowers 
and Bressett,we believe this would be Obverse 15, Any 
comments? 

RP 



May 11, 1959 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, Nev lork 
Dear Dick a 

Thank you very much for the Ryder 5 information. Shurtleff had 
a reputation for oolleeting certain bad coins and I am glad 
Bressett reached the conclusion that Ryder 5, et best, is a 
contemporary counterfeit. 

As to the Barnsley data, it is most interesting, and, even though 
I had it in my files, it gave me some new thinking on a oertain 
portion of the subject. 

I have an idea with respect to the Tirglnla plates. Suppose I 
work up this material. Would you like to sell prints from the 
plates? I would gladly do all the work and would merely want 
to control the negative and be reimbursed for the oost of making 
it into prints. The Eric P. Rewman Rumismatic Education Society 
would distribute these. 

As to the Colonial paper money, you will have to {price them first. 
I don*t think your customer has any idea of buying the group 
for anywhere near the price you suggested to him and that you 
are suffering from halueinations of grandeur as to their value. 

If you price them individually I will tell you immediately if 
I have any interest in all of them or a part of them and will 
then dig out coins* If you prefer first to offer other parts 
of the collection to others to see whether they will bring the 
fancy price you think they are worth you certainly oould do that 
and delay our transaction until a subsequent date* 

Xou certainly are running all over everywhere* 

Cordially yours, 


EPS/atb 


ERIC P. HEWMAW 


A.N.A. 


A.N.5. 


> 




P. □. BDX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INOUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


May 20, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, 2, Mo, 

Dear Eric; 


Thanks very much for your letter which arrived 
just as I was leaving for the Cleveland Convention. Hence 
the delay in ansv/ering. I am still v/aiting for another 
Ryder 5 so that you may Inspect it. At ray first opportunity 
I will dig out some other choice bits of data that Ned 
Barnsley sent me from time to time. 

I would be glad to try to sell the plates but 
frankly I don’t know how much of a market there 'would be 
for them. I know I could use one, and can think of about 
another half dozen people who would appreciate them, and 
after that it would be strictly up to those who had answer- 
ed an ad, but you d^ all ^^-ou can and I v/ill go along with 
v^hatever suggestions you have. 


Regarding the Colonial paper money, my customer 
'Was not able to get to the Cleveland Convention. I will 
therefore have to make another appointment with him that 
will be convenient for both of us. That may be in the next 
v/eek or two. In any event I asked you not to consider the 
price tiiat I had in mind but. ^o consider what you felt 
those you wanted v/ere worttnand forward whatever coins you 
felt you could spare that would be a fair trade. By doing 
this we leave the dollar and cents angle out of it complete- 
ly and it is a much more personal transaction. If I don’t 
sell them, I will be happy to handle it that wa^’-, and if the 
sale goes through, this may even work out, and if not we 
will work out some other basis. In any event please try 





- 2 - 


May 20, 1959 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 


to do it this way and keep me from nr icing stuff that I 
know nothing about. 

After the Cleveland Convention I spent some 
time with Mrs. Norweb and looked over a good number 
of her coins. I found some very interesting combinations in the 
Massachusetts silver about #iich I think you should knov/, 

I have asked her to advise you of them. Though they are 
difficult to attribute, I am quite certain that she has a 
Willow Tr#e shilling, the obverse die 2 and reverse die A. 

She hag not§S'~0'n all of these things and I only hope that 
she forwards them to you. She again nromised to forward 
her Ryder 5, 

Also, Dave Bowers uncovered another new reverse of 
the fugios which she now has and which he calls Reverse KK 
(with obverse 12), I have checksoit and though it is similar 
to K, it is not exactly it, nore does it match anything else. 

He promised me a photo of it and I assume that he will send 
one to you as v^reli. 


Kindest Regards 


Sincerely 



chard Picker 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



' 7 



er 


P. □. BQX 366 ALBERTSPN 


LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 


MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


INQUIRIES 


May 27, 1959 


Dear Eric 


vVhile waiting for a re''ly to my last letter, I'll get this quick one off to you* 

The enclosed coin(?) was sent to me for checking. I'm almost certain that it's 
a cast, but the sharpness of it confuses me. What's your opinion? The piece 
isn't for sale. I remember tnat error I made on that Willow, thinking it was a 
cast, and now, I'm a little afraid of doing the same thing. 

Still nothing new on my paper money deal, but I'm e^q^ecting an answer any day now. 
As soon as I receive it. I'll notify you. 

I sooke with Mrs. Norweb the other day, and reminded her to send you her notes, 
and she promised that she would as soon as she's had a chance to organize them. 

As I recall, you mentioned that you were taking a European trip this year, vftien 
do you leave, and when do you return? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 



Richard Picker 


P.S. T have a silver Immune here for checking, and for some reason suspect it 

to be one of the most deceptive electros that I've ever seen, but, it pro- 
bably is genuine. I've written for permission to forward it to you for 
examination, and if that permission is forthcoming, you'll see it soon. 






MAYFAIR 1-0763 
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RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 


DATE. 


N9 2631 



J^AjfyTy P* 


APPROVAL 


ITEM 


INVENTORY 

NUMBER 


( ^ t LtYVvx'WI Cvi>c/L r~ — V J 


C3,i-fy 


June 8, 1959 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New lork 
Dear Dicki 

The Immune Columbia, in silver, arrived and I 
want to know where the owner obtained this coin 
and how long he has had it. It is not the 
specimen in the Bushnell sale or in several 
other sales where I can find a picture of the 
coin. Could this be from the Prann collection? 
Its identification is rather important because 
as you no doubt have noticed its edge milling 
is artificial. 

Kindest regards. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


a 


C' y\yCA- 








OLy^y^X-X^ '^4.«..-'*^ ~C^X^y^ OLyyi^ O^ . 

C_ ^ ^AyJ^^ . w^ Cyd2.0l.ytyyy^ 

UCCUC^^ ^;o -CT^ 

jij^ 


CyX tT' 


June 11, 1959 


Mr* fiichard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New York 


Dear Dick* 

frightened 

you about the Immune. The reeding on the edge 
is put on normally but then has been slightly 
riled or tooled in some sections. It is not 
a serious defect. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., INQUIRIES 

CGLGNIALANO STATE COINS RESPECTFULLY INVITED 

June 16, 1959 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 


Thanks for the letter allaying my fears on the Immune. However, I don't own the 
coir, and only have a faint chance of being able to purchase it if it turns out 
to be genuine, I've written to the owner, asking when and where he acquired it, 
and as soon as he replies, will forward the information to you. Meanwhile, in 
olain English, please tell me whether or not you consider it genuine, plus any 
other information that you night be ableto give on it, and I'll start negations 
as to its purchase. 

Enclosed is another tough one. At first glance, especially after ringing, this 
cent would appear to be an electro. However, after examining it more carefully, 
I feel that it has a good chance of being genuine, and that the seam(?) around 
the edge could be a crack in the planchet, which vrould give it that dull ring. 
Please Five this one a careful Foing over, and, if possible. I'd appreciate it 
very much if you could take the specific gravity, and/or any other tests tnat 
won't damane the niece in order to arrive at a considered opinion. This is one 
that I own. I purchased it with the understanding that it may not be genuine, 
but I took the chance. 


Miat ever hannened to that Washington piece? :ihat did you decide about it? 
Did Mrs. Horweb ever send her R. 5? '/Vhen do you go on vacation? 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 


o s r -3 ^ 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1-0763 
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DATE N9 2654 



Jun« 19, 1959 


Mr.Bichard Plokei* 

P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New York 

Dear Dick: 

ing^l^ter"^”^ Immune Columbia in silver with accompany- 


There is also being returned the 1791 Washington 
in pot metal. It ic just a regular cast. 


President 


chain U.S.cent. It weighs 2l6| graii 
which is in excess of the 208 grains which it should weieh 

dition*'''??”^ 20U grains which it should weigh, in worn foi- 
the ed^P Ihe specific gravity is 8,7lt. I have never seen 

loLs^ft th ® before and it certainly 

looks as though the leaves of the vine are genuine. It is ^ 

therefore, possible that the coin could just be overweisht 

life* orL?Lr^Ieot« 

T ^ around the coin/ If i had tc 

g ss I would say that it looks more genuine than counterfeit 

ihe^ia the ttyder 5 from Mrs. Norweb so I presume 

She is probably travelling somewhere. 

JulJ Snd on vacation until at loaat the middle of 

ly and I certainly will be back by the middle of August. 

I am sending you an extra copy of the important plates from 
the monograph of the Good Samaritan, for your convenience. 

My very best wishes to you. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc 


Jun« 19, 1959 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 166 

Albertson^ Long Island 
Maw lork 

Dear Dieki 

My ooi^inents on tho laauno in silver are 

The aise of the ooin is virtually the sane as the'^e^ly' 
quarters. The reeding is the sane ad^^olKthe quartern 
is true of all pieces I know. 


In the coin you sent there is 
second 0 of C0H3TELLATI0. It 
to a position of the drapery on 
is on no other I know of. 

In the coin you sent 
of the flag. This is 
on the branch on the 
would have to be dia^ 
on no other I know of 

There is no reaismn for 
conforms to ^MtheXthe Mo 
■Int weight. I know 

grains. 





e band under the 
n angle and position 
•3. quarters. This 


etween the folds 
po>l^on of the berry 
U.S. quarter. (The reverse 
offi the obverse) • This is 


of a silver Immune as it 
(!, Jefferson plan, or U.S. 
in weight from 90 to 91* 


It therefoVp dttpears ^ob^ble that all silver Immune s and gold 
imunes are^esbi^ke^r^ genuine dies using U.S, quarters 
(silver) buffdd (f^fj/onyehe sui‘faoe8 and English guineas (gold) 
beaten down. There is/no basis to challenge the copper ones. 

The Edwards' counterfeit is apparently a restrike from a differ- 
ent pair of genuine dies and struck on a Victorian florin. 

The coin you sent is not the Bushnell piece as the insert indi- 
cates. 


Mr. Richard Picker 


June 19, 1959 


Thle informetion le gives to you in confidence and is not to 
be published or disclosed to any others, except the owner 
of the coin, if you wish, and on condition he does not dis- 
close it except to a purchaser of the coin* 

Please cheek these thoughts and let ne know what you think* 


Sincerely, 


BPH/atb 


BRIC P, NEWMAN 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-Q763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 

COLONIAL AND STATE COINS INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


June 22, 1959 


r ^ 









Dear Eric; 

Your theory on the silver imraunes sounds logical and certainly is frightening. 

I've sent the copy of your letter to the ovmer of the coin, and I feel certain 
that he'll resnect the confidence. Meanwhile, here's another specimen. This 
one is much lighter and thinner, and has been holed and plugged. This, to me 
is one point against your theory. If they were deliberately made to be rare coins, 
they would most probably have been sold as such, and for a fairly decent price. 

If such was the case, why would anyone hole a coin that was bought as rare? This 
niece will not lend much to the investigation since it is so thin that assuming 
it was ground down from a quarter, probably all of the undertype is gone. Hovj'- 
ever, there is one suspicious spot. A raised diagonal over the star before C 
of CONSTELLATIO . On the specimen thtit you just returned to me, there is another 
snot at the left corner of the cap, -vdiich I don't see on this worn specimen. If 
the one on the fold is a berry, this could alunost be the period after 25C., and 
since there are so many die varieties, it might just be that, or, perhaps, the top 
of that C. At any rate, in view of this theory. I'll get busy and try to borrow 
a few more. 


o / .5 


Thanks for the information on the chain cent. But, you are indefinite as to just 
what it is. vTiat does a specific gravity of 8.7U indicate? I also guessed that 
it looked more genuine than counterfeit, that's v/hy I took the chance and pur- 
chased it, but, before I resell it, I'd like to be certain that I'm selling a 
genuine. Can yoii suFsrest any further tests that would prove it conclusively one 
way or the other? I've just recalled something that might help in the Immune 
investigation. The police dept uses some sort of an ultra violet method for de- 
termining the original serial nunber on stolen cars, where such number has been 
ground off. Perhaps some such method can be used to see if there ever vvas an 
undertype on these coins. I'll check. I'm trying to reach an old friend, who's 
still a detective on the N.Y. force. If he can be of any help, we may have something. 


Mow, I'd better get this off to you. Thanks for the extra set of plates, and if 
I didn'u mention it before, I think that the monograph is a masterpiece. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 





RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 




MAYFAIR 1-0763 
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June 26, 1959 


Dear Dick, 

The 1793 cent which you sent me 
is, in my opinion, genuine. The 
8.7U epecifio gravity is normal, 

I know of no other teste and don't 
waste your time with ultra-violet 
investigations and police work. 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


Jttn« 26, 1959 


Mr. ftlobard Picker 
P*0«Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, 
Mew Tork 


Dear Diokt 

thanka, the silver Immune 

thjplugged hole. It weighs 79i grains which 

tremendous varianee from the 9h grain 

weight of another specimen and the 90^ grain weight of 

Yhe specific gravity is 9.35 idiich is satis- 

MariS^Vlnlfti following salest 

nans, wlnsor, Wilcox and Jenks. 

* holed was so that somebody could %rear it around their 

these re strike s were made early in the nlne- 

collectors 
« price. The 

I2®thi ?• «^ao as the U.S. quarter Ld the same 

4 !^ f Immune in silver. The varl- 

of^thet? ®® 1 S thought that all 

OX unese coins in silver we rt^rec trikes. 

brui«*’o,It*»L“? "O?*!;*!®" “bout th. Mle.d diagonal 
i? «!? ^ ^**oot of »C* of COKSTgLLATIO. It 

Junrta? b"i;;r**‘ *”» •“ •oeld.nt. 1 


Sincerely yours. 


EPH/atb 


X 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECrALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


June 30, 1959 


Dear Eric : 


the cent that puts 

my mind a little more at ease, and somewhat bolsters my opinion of my iudeement 
especially after Breen and Eord said that they wouldn't touch it. Pm^eginning 
to share youn suspicions about the silver Novas. I'll try to borrow a few more^ 
or study. Cyril uawley has a pair, in bronze and silver, and when I tried to 

aR^vet R exhibit. If you haven't 

directly, or, if you'd prefer, I wouldn't 

mind at all trying again. Let me know. 

Now here's another piece right doYm your alley. I'm quite convinced that this 

of the lexers doesn't have a struck appearance in the sharpness 

of the letters. Another giveaway is the weight, which is about 315 3/it grains 
^hen It should be about 2ii0. Ihe edge, though designed, is not anything like 
the original design. I thought that you might like to see it. It certfiniy is 
a dangerous forgery for the uninitiated. This is not my piece, itis borr^L 
rom a friend and customer, ^vho v/ill no doubt return it to the dealer from whom 

run^d^^^r'^ a dealer, it doesn't look nice for me to 

run doTO some other dealer's merchandise, even if it is bad. If you wouldn't 

mind standing behind a statement, I'd appreciate it if you would write a separate 
note concerning it, addressed to "To whom it may concern". Though I'm not certain 
I believe that the dealer who sold this is W.E. Jonnson of California! Of co!rS 

understand, and will just tell the oy.ner of our con- 

V -*.u.sions • 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



' Kichard Picker 


KNOWaiGE 


K7QNSH/rr I 


[ni/MISMBTISTs) 

^UiLD.INC/ 



RICHARD PICKER 
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MEMORAMPPM 


I haT9 axaslaad a ConUnea^iPollary balng Tariatjr 
1(1)*A, It iraight 31$i grains which is 20% too heavy. 
Its specific gravity is 8.1. Its design and letters are 
flat rather than sharp fron other than wear. It has air 
pockets from easting^ particularly around ¥& ARE OHB. The 
edge is nurled with a design of indented dianonds instead 
of having a struck double leaf design. The coin from which 
this east was aade had a dent over the 3 of S.CAEOLIV 
which noved the ring line so as to touch the 3. This defect 
was naturally picked up in the reproduction. 

Fro« the foregoing it is clear that the coin is a 
rather excellent cast. 

ERIC P. KSVHAV 



July, 1959 


July 6, 19$9 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P#0*Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, 
New Tork 


Dear Dicki 


Continental dolla r is returned here- 
ith along with multiple copies concerning it. 


Thanks for sending it to me# 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


8/27/59 


Dear Eric ; »— 

Please drop m^a note, and let me know that you're back 
from your vacation (if you are). I have a few interest- 
ing things ton^how you. Heaad from the owner of that 
nice Immune in Silver, but he wants much too much for it. 
Cyril will send me his immune s when he returns from vac- 
ation, and I'll forward them to you. Harley Freeman's 
article on Colonial paper is at the printers. Nothing 
else nev/-. Kindest regards. How was Russia? 


Sincerely, 



A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-Q763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIALANO STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


September 3j 1959 


Dear Eric; 

Nice hearing from you again, and I'm happy to hear that they let you out. 





f 




Here are a few things that might amuse you for a mfeile. The Delaware note, 
2/28/U6 is one that you saw before, but, I sent the entire group to Parley 
Freeman to study, and he mentioned on the envelope that this was the wrong 
date. He didn't mention what it was. What do you make it out to be? The 
other U notes belong to a local dealer, and I took them to check. The 
Torktown is a counterfeit as per yotor monograph, and I thought you'd like to 
see it, along with the others. Ihe cancelled one is peculiar in that I've 
never seen a cancelled continental before. In lie coin line, here's a very 
nice Higley, except for the hole, I'm convinced that it's genuine, and hasn' 
been retooled, but since someone questioned the fact that it may have been 
worked on, I'd like your opinion. It's double struck too. Next is what I 
think is a new Virginia piece. I'm also anxious for your opinion on this. 

By the way, have you done anything about making 1:53 plates? If you want to 
make up a number of them and sell them in order to defray the cost, I'll do 
my best to sell them for you. Your magnetism has also drawn these other 
two coppers to you for study. They belong to a N.Y, dealer, and I borrowed 
them to show to you. There may be a few other things around here that you 
might like to see, but, I can't think of them at the moment, so, have fvin 
with these, and I'll write to Cyril now for his Immune s. By the way, that 
last silver one that you examined was finally offered to me for $1,000. 

I wished him luck with it. 


Kindest regards. 






J 


Sincerely, 



liichard Picker 



RICHARD PICKER 
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September 11, 1959 


Mr.nlchard Picker 
P«0*Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, Hew York 
Lear Lick: 

You always provide one with lots of things to think about 
and I teally enjoy it. One of your agents advises no that you 
wish a reprint of ray Vermont article and the same is enclosed. 

the Delaware bill which you sent me was unreadable as to date 
as only the «9" in the year of the reign of George II is legi- 
ble. The bill, therefore, must be his 19th year or his 29th 
year. If it does not match with the bills of his 19th year, 
namely, 17ii6, then it must be of the issue of Ilay 1, 1756. 

fhe Continental cancelled note is reasonably unusual because 
most of them wf re burned, according to the records. The tUO 
vontinental is the most common of the counterfeits and is a 
nice specimen, really crude. T>ie other two Continental bills 
are routine. All of these are being returned. 

I am returning the two counterfeit halfpence which I was very 
glad to examine and please thank whoever turned them over to 
you to send to me. These are both Haohins Mills pieces, both 
done in 1767 even though one is dated 1778. 

I am returning the Granby piece which is perfectly genuine 
and I could murder the Indian, or otherwise, who drilled the 
hole in it. Maybe it was worn as a pleoe of Jewelry for quite 
a while. Perhaps the man with the drill did not believe the 
motto **1 am Good Copper**. 

The Virginia piece certainly looks new to me and I have another 
new Virginia pleoe which I have recently heard about. 1 will 
keep the Virginia piece until I take its picture and afford 
it the treatment it deserves. 


September 11, 19$9 
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Hr* Richard Picker 


There is nothing I can do aboub the prices you dealers aek* 

If Riggs offered you the Iraoune for tl^OOO he is aerely do- 
ing to you what you would do to hin* If it doesn’t sell the 
price will coae down* If it does sell the price is established* 
Such is luck* 

I look forward to receiving Cyril’s pieces and if you want me 
to write him direct, I will* 

Keep up the good work* 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


KRIC P. HEWMAN 


A.tsf.A. 


A.N.3. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 


er 


MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


INQUIRIES 


September 15, 1959 


Bear Eric 


We’ve been lucky again. Your package arrived safely! What do you have against 
the P.O. Dept., or udiat sort of divine faith do you have in them, to never bother 
to insure anything. I try to make things so easy by carrying a special type of 
insurance, uriiich covers me up to $5>000. for any one package iivhen sent via Cert- 
ified ^ail, which only costs 20^ plus 1st class postage. Please, don't worry me 
like this in the future. Confidentially, when speaking with Cyril one time, he 
mentioned that he now hesitates to send things to you because you dont insure the 
return. Frankly, I couldn't do anything but agree with him. This is true, but I 
wouldn't want you to mention it to him, he just might not like the idea of me 
mentioning it. I carry insurance on my stock, but it isn't covered if it isn't 
handled in the manner snecified. 

Now to your letter. I'm glad you like the things 1 send. Will be on the lookout 
for a few more. I don't know which of my agents told you I wanted a reprint, but 
I do have a customer who asked me to try to get a reprint of Walter's piece. He 
only collects gold, and wanted it for the Brasher part. However, yours will come 
in handy thanks, since I'm trying to build a library for a new colonial collector, 
and I'll give this to him. You had previously sent me an autographed copy which is 
still in my library, and v.'ill remain there. I had figured that much out of the 
Delaware note, and sent it on so you could compare it with both issues, presuming 
you had them both. This is the only 10 s. I have of 17U6, and I have none of 1756. 
Harley Freeman is the one who spotted that it was in error, so I'll see what he 
says about it. I've thanked both the owners of the Continental notes and the m/M 
pieces, and they are now mn the way back to them. Glad they were of help to you. 

Is it possible that the cancelled continental note w^as taken in by one of the 
states in error, and cancelled by them? 

That Indian is on my "want list". But, I think that by this time he's bitten the 
dust. I believe that it was worn for some time as jewelry, because upon examining 
the hole carefully, both the obverse and reverse are slightly indented at the point 
nearest the edge, and the inside of the hole is cleaner between these two points 
than the balance. Also, the fact that all that metal was pushed thru and flattened 
OUT, in addition to the many circular scratches around the hole on the other side, 
leads me to believe that it was not done with a cutting drill, but perhaps in the 
old Indian fashion with stick and string. We're now studying holes too!! 
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Happy to hear that the Virginia is a new one. Will aporeciate a print of it, as 
well as one of your own new one. Or, do you plan to incorporate them in a new 
plate, as you did with the Fugios? This is a hint, and I can hardly wait. 

No comment on your dealer comment, it would take pages. 

Ey the way, I»ve done nothing with that group of Colonial paper that I have aside 
for you, except to ask Harley Freeman if he wanted me to ask you for permission 
for him to examine it for study purposes. His answer was that it wasn’t necessary. 
So, it's still xmopened. You know much more -vrtiat's in there than I do, and I don't 
want to even try to put a price on it. It would be so much simpler for both of 
us if you would put together some duplicate coins that you feel would be a fair 
trade, and I feel certain that it will be. That New Jersey 3~G would be a good 
starting point. So let's get a groT:g) together, and forward them. 

Kindest regards, and thanks again for the reprint. 


Sincerely, 



chard Picker 




r^O'^ln'^r^Ov^^Ohixl D'cV\o>N^yw 


'-^f^Ajm^ /\^idJl cr^ 

JUy\ky *i,'^ . ^^'Aa.X-uJLiAW 

/-N s ^ wti^ j<v^tA^ I /<w-^ jfct- U- y^ oQ ~M-f 

^ c^ Ji^j^ /\^Kj^i y^yy ^Ju 

~y^ ^UArt'yijU^ f::SL^Z^ A/>rw ')i u/s. : ■ 


Dear Eric : 


This iTas given to me some time ago, and I thought that you ..dght like it. 

Please drop me a line Yfhen you return from what I hope viras a very pleasant 
vacation, and vre can start our corresnondence again. I have a few things 
to show you. 


Sincerely, 







September 21, 19^9 


Mr, Richard Picker 
P, 0 ,Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
Hew York 

Dear Dicki 


L ifa halfpenny sent 

die in1nrv“~=^\i? ^ ’•a” "ihh a 

the obveeL * period following the «s« on 

the obverse. The die was pretty worn at the time 

e?e^ iffi I ^*®“® Ihetred. If they are 

hirin^u^ancrciwerlger "" “» ®^® 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


And this is adding insult to injury 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 




P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


September 23, 1959 


Dear Eric; 

Thanks for your letter, and the return of the Virginia. I tried to check it to 
the plates, and can just about see what you mean about the break pinning it down 
to reverse D, but that doesn't automatically make it obverse ?• Even discounting 
the period, and calling it a die injury (which is only possible, and not proven). 

It seems to me that it isn't obverse 7* For one thing the placement of S over the 
head on this one, rather than almost over the leaf on 7, and the distance of S from 
the head seem to be obvious. Also, the R in GEORGIVS seems to tilt a little left, 
and a straight edge held against the upright of R that R, hits a dxxicaKKKXXKa^ 
higher point on the opposite edge tnan it does when the straight edge is placed on 
the plate. Actually, it more resembles obverse 8, but the Ills don't match up. 

Here it is again to play with a little longer. Perhaps it is as you say, and if 
that is so, then I really do NEED photographic plates. How about that, at one time 
you were on the verge of making them. 

You've never said anything about those colonial notes that I have aside for you. 
They're still here, just waiting for you to say something. You know that R I prefer 
a trade for coins, and you know that you have the sort of coins tnat I can use, in 
duplicate, so why not get something together for me. Or, at least give me an idea 
as to what you have in mind to do about them, if anything. 

Insurance. So it is a little trouble to get to the P.O. As far as I'm concerned, 
the P.O. is a daily stop for me, and it's no extra trouble, but for otner people 

such as Cyril, etc. it's just as much trouble for them to go in order to insure the 

things they send. How can you say that you'll pay for them if they're lost. You 
may have a very poor opinion of some things that are sent to you, where the owner 
places a high value on them. liVhat would have hapnened if Riggs Immune was lost? 

He's asking >7^1,000. for it, though neither of us believes that it's worth that. I 

have a high regard for all that Colonial paper, and you don't. i/Vhen I told you that 
I was working on a deal to wholesale the entir- 3,000 odd pieces for ;iJ15,000. you 
thought I was nuts. Well, it didn't sell that way, and afuer selling a small quantity 
of it so far, it seems that if and when the balance is sold, the total amount should 
be closer to $30,uU0. This is based upon the prices I've been getting for the items 
sold so far. So, what would have happened if they were lost? 


I sboke to Cyril a few weeks ago, and then had a letter from him 
wife is ill, and he has other things on his mind at the moment, 
v^hen it's more convenient. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



. It seems that his 
but he'll send them 



Richard Picker 



MAyfair 1 -0763 • 


V/" 

APPROVAL 



ITEM 

1 

MVENTORY 

NUMBER 

PRICE 



/7 7 -^ 


-7 














































































September 28, 19^9 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P*0*Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island^ New Tork 
Dear Diekt 

lou are going to like this letter. I don»t know whether to 
apologise, or eat crow, or hang ray head - but • 

1* Tou are absolutely right on the obverse being new on the ! 
Virginia piece* I noticed the difference and then forgot 
about it* 

2* For you to pay postage due on my lex, ter is really funny* 
Accordingly, I am sending you a postage due stamp to 
remind you of what I had to pay and I an replacing that 
nasty 7^* 

A*N*S* have asked me to give the fall lecture at the Society 
and to speak on an Aaeriean subject. If I do would it be 
proper to invite me raters of some of the coin clubs around 
New York? It apparently is on a Saturday afternoon, November 
Ih, and it occurred to me that you could tell me how well 
attended these are or whether non-raerabers would attend, if 
asked. I will probably talk on Machin’s Mills and New York 
coinage generally* 

Your allegation that the Colonial paper money, for which you 
paid not more than |2500 is worth ^30,000 impresses rae like 
Khrushchev*8 statements* 

I am sure w© will be able to work out something for the items 
^ i»ant but I will not place a value on them* 

"Crow" tastes goodi 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A.N.A. 


A.N.3. 



(^J^icliard (^PicLer 

P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


September 30, 1959 


Dear Eric: 




Thanks for the letter, and the stamps. I appreciate the $5. postage due, because 
1 save all of these odd ones for the kids in the neighborhood, and that's probably 
higner than any of them have. Was that from one of my packages? The 70 one was 
unnecessary, and since it has no glue (perhaps a rare variety), is herewith returned, 
I just heard of a medal, the Betts #6lii that you mentioned in the Fugio booklet. I 
have no idea as to its rarity, nor any information on it. Is it a worthwhile piece 
to go after? I'm enclosing a Rhmde Island in pewter. I've always suspected these 
pieces, and don't know any way in which they can be judged genuine or phoney. I'd 
certainly appreciate your opinion on it. 

Glad to hear that the Virginia obverse is really new. I guess it pays to double 
check opinions. Now, how about real plates on that series????? 


Just spoke to Henry Grunthal at the ANS, and he said that not only would it be per- 
fectly OK for you to invite non— members to the meeting, but if you would submit a 
K list to them, they would be happy to send invitations to your friends, I hope that 
Oly}- yon decide to give the talk, and if you do, please plan to arrive in N.Y. a few days 
before if possible. For one thing, the N.Y. club meets the night before, on Friday 
the 13th, and you'd probably enjoy that. Also, I'll be looking forward to spending 
some time with you out here if possible. We don't use Brasher spoons, but I'd be 
most happy if you could find the time to come to dinner one evening, and spend the 
evening. I do have one interesting book that I knov,' will tickle you. 

Regarding the Colonial paper. For one thing, there were two large groups involved, 
and the one about which you knew previously was about half the size of the 2nd. My 
cost was quite substantial, but that's besides the point. After those two groups, 
I've added quite a bit to it from auction sales, etc., and have come up with some 
really nice oieces and have discovered what I have to pay for the better ones. Also 
from the experience I've had in selling the few things that I did so far, I estimate^ 
that if and vrfnen it's all sold, it will realize about #30, 000., and I still think so 
But, this is also besides the point. I didn't ask you to place a value on the 

entire stock, nor did I ask you to place a value on those tHat you want. You know 
what the group that you want is worth to you, and you also know what duplicates in 
coins tiiat you have are worth to you. All that I asked you to do was to choose some 
duplicates that you think I'll like, that you think is comparable value, and offer 
them in exchange. I think you'll be fair, and I'll TRY to be fair, and it should 
work out much better than me having to put a price on it, and then you 
putting a price on your coins, and perhaps both of us disagreeing as 
to values. If you still will not do this, let me know, and I'll sit 
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doTfvn and try to put a price on them for you. If you make me do this, let us agree 
to one thing now. You‘ll either accept or reject it, no discussion about it. I 
hate haggling about price. I know full well that if I have to price it I'm apt to 
be high, and I also know that if I see some nice coins in front of me, I'd be more 
apt to just OK the deal. If I price them and you reject them, I won't feel badly. 

I know there are a lot of things there that nobody but you would want, but there is 
a lot of highly saleable material there in the Franklin notes, which always bring a 
good price. By the way, you might like to hear of the stuff I've recently purchased, 
a crisp unc note. Pa 6/l8/6h 3d, plate B, signed by Abel James, and a VF of k/2S/$9 
plate C. Also, another Moxton note, a crisp unc Hart, and 2 nice James Wiisons. 

the way, have you ever seen one of these notes. It came in with a group that 
I recently pxu’chased. Interesting? It even seems to have seen some circulation. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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A.N.A. 



A.N.S. 


(^^icliard <^PicL{ 
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P. □. BDX 36S ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N, Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


October 1, 1959 


Dear Eric 


I meant to send this to you yesterday, but it slipped my mind. Could this plate 
possibly be one of the genuine originals? I have no facilities to see how it would 
print, 'BOOL so cannot judge anything definite. I’ve checked all of the notes that 
I have of this issue, and they all seem to be from the same plate, all showing a 
defect or period to the right and under the V of the date. Also, on the enclosed 
note, there is more ornamentation to the left, than is shown on the plate. Could 
this possibly be original, and one that either wasn't used, or one of which I don't 
have an examole? I borrowed it from a dealer at the Youngstown convention, and he 
didn't represent it as being genuine or false. He just didn't know. I'd appreciate 
your opinion very much. 

Kindset regards. 


Sincerely, 



P.S. Henry told me that those AMS meetings usually attract about 50 - 75 people. 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1-0763 
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SRlcliarJ. (ff’icL 
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P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CCLGNIAL AND STATE CDINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


October Xi, 1959 


Dear Eric 


Just a quick note in Haste. Just received this from Cyril, and his other two 
will follow shortly. Also, just remembered where I saw that copper plate that I 
sent you last week. Ken Bressett made them up some time ago as souvenirs or 
something, and I had forgotten all about it, but knww that when it was offered to 
me that I had seen it before. Just couldn’t remember the circumstances. So, 
don't waste any time on it, and get it back, and I'll return it to the owner. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 





RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1-0763 



APPROVAL 
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P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INOUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


October 13, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 
Edison Borthers Stores Inc. 

UOO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Miss ouri 

Dear Eric: 

Here's a curious one for you. Which of these, if either, is the James Wilson, 
signer of the D.of I. Phillips shows a John Wilson and a James Wilson as being 
authorized. Neither of these match exactly the signature as it appears on the 
replica of the D.of I. that I have, i^or one thing, there he signed James. I'm 
more inclined to believe that the Jas. Wilson note is the one, ana would explain 
the small differences in the signatiire by the fact that a man, when signing an 
important docu ent, is more apt to take a little more time ixxHxkKXKaiix and care, 
than he would when signing hunareds of comparatively unimportant notes. At any 
rate, let's have your considered opinion. 

have you decided whether or not you're going to speak at the ANS? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 


5 , 






RICHARD PICKER 
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P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CaLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


inquiries 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


October lU, 1959 


Ji/Ir. ^ric P. Newman 
^dison Bros Stores, "^00 
UOO “ashington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Just received these two from Cyril. I gave them a cursory examination, but could 
not find any undertype on the silver. Perhaps your more discerning eye will find 
something. I remember John Ford telling me of a bronze with a die break in just 
about the same oosition as this planchet defect, and I told him that perhaps in a 
photo, it apoeared to be a break, but he insisted that there was one with a break. 
If he was working from photos alone, this may have been the one. I’m not certain 
of the pedigree of these pieces, but I strongly suspect that they were the 
Hines specimens. 

Cyril asked me to mention to you that he would like them back without too much 
delay, so, I'm mentioning it. Also, please Certify or x^egister these coins. 

They aren't mine as you know, and I'd like to see every precaution taken with 
them. 

Did you ever do anything about trying to pin down those die punches? If not, and 
if you'd like to send them on to me, I think that I know somebody who's equipped, 
and who might tackle the job. It would be very interesting to find out exactly 
what they are. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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October lli, 1959 


Mr.Rlchard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New Tork 
Dear Dioki 


The reason I could not return the copper plate of the Maryland 
Colonial sooner was that I sent it to the printer to get an im- 
pression. I am enclosing two copies, one of which you can give 
your customer, if you wish, even though the black and white are 
reversed because my printer had no engraving printing process. 

Notes of this nature were typeset and a copper plate alone is 
indicative of counterfeiting, A modern copper plate of this 
Kind is, as you have found out, even worse. 


I am returning the Maryland paper note which you sent me as 
well as the ^teresting New York Colonial paper money advertise 
raent of the ;Pall River line. The Rhode Island piece, in pewte 
18, of course, a cast, and it is enclosed. 


I hope you read the New York Times of October 11 giving the data 
on European counterfeiting of current coi^s and rare coins, 
xnis will certainly create a fantastic mess. 

I do not believe I can come to the coin meeting on the night 
or November I 3 as it would mean ray leaving work very early 

appropriate you may state 

that the American Numismatic Society has no objection to non- 

educational program of this nature and I 
certainly will enjoy meeting any of your New York group who care 
vO 0 o in^ • 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A.N.A. 



A.N.S. 



er 


P. □. BDX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZtNG IN EARLY U. S., 
CDLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


October 21, 1959 


mguiRiEs 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


Mr. Eric Neiraian 
UOO Washington AVo 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks for the return of the items with yours of the Ihth. I 
thought I would get a little more of a rise out of you with that 
New York/Eall River piece. I've never seen or heard of anything 
like that before and it does look as if it was used for money. 

I didn't see the article in the "Times" of Oct. 11, to which you 
refer. If you still have it, I would like to borrow it or see a 
copy of it. 

If you can possibly manage it, I think y)u would enjoy the New York 
meeting but if not, I will certainly make the announcement that you 
will be speaking at the ANS the next day. ^Iso, I hope that we'll 
be able to spend some time together. 

Rather than tell you about the boo^ that I have, which isn't new, ( 1 ^ 1 ^ 
but I think you haven't seen before and will get a kick out of it, 

I will show it to you when you get to New York. 

Cyril and I both apnreciate your efforts. 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely, 

■ 7 ^ 


Richard Picker 


rp/a 


^ 5 . 






r* ■ I -i,' ■ 

■■■' ' ' 


§ctober 26 , 19^9 


Mr# Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 
Albertson 

hong Island, New York 
Bear Dick: 

Enclosed is the article from the New York 
Tiroes of October 11, I959 and it will be 
of great interest to you. You may keep 


I am photographing and studying Cyril* s 
coins, etc. 

I will return the open items, in due course. 
Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



(^^icliard (^Piclcer 

P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
COLONIAL ANO STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

respectfully invited 


October 30, 1959 


Dear Eric; 

Thanks for the letter and the article. It's very interesting. I knew about the 
Gold dollars, and had seen some. A friend showed me a few he'd bought in Switz- 
erland for about $2.50 or ^3.00. The larger ones that are coming in, I still suspect, 
but so far, nothing has been nroven, 

I've just been offered a pretty set of notes, and would like your advice on them. 

It's the 8 piece set of New Hampshire U/l/37, and is represented to be reprinted 
irorn the original plates. They're all unc and unsigned and unnumbered. If you'd 
like to see them, I could forward them, jyiy question is Dr., what kind of an offer 
can I make for them? Or, are they worthless to begin with? Also, have you decided 
to come up with anything in trade for those colonial notes, or, must I price them? 
Please let me know, they're still sitting there waiting for you. 

Henry told me that you're definitely going to speak at the ANS on the Iqth. I'll 
be looking forward to it. Would also hope that you might reconsider and come in 
for the N.Y. meeting the night before. If you do, I can pick you up at the airport 
on my way into tovm, and we can go together. In the event that you arrive Saturday, 

I can pick you up on my way to the ANS. So, let me know your plans, perhaps I 
can be of some help. Also, will you have any time to spare here in N.Y. so that 
we can talk? I saw Ned Barnsley at the Atlantic City Convention last week-end, 
and told him of your talk. He'll be there if possible. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 

jZ— 

/Kichard Picker 

P.S. Jo XT prooosed talk was announced at the Bronx Dinner, and there may be a 
few' from that club who'll C'-^me. 



November 2 , 1959 


Mr» Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New Xork 

Dear Dick* 

I will bring back all of the openitems between us when 
I come to New Tork for the lUth. We arrive at LaQuardia 
at 8*05 P. M. on TWA. (My wife is coming too). My wife 
plans for us to meet some friends that evening. If that 
does not work out I will gladly oome to the coin club 
meeting. On Saturday night we go to the Hainnonie Club 
to a fancy dance. 

I plan to cone out to ARS reasonably early Saturday morn- 
ing and will have all day to talk to you and other friends. 

It was nice for you to mention ray talk at the Bronx dinner. 
Let rae know exactly where your New York club meets and 
how long the meetings last in the event I could slip in 
later. 

The New Hampshire reprints are from the original plates 
and were printed many years ago. They are not particularly 
scarce as reprints. As to the advice on value, I can only 
state that this is a subject I know nothing about. The 
originals are unobtainable, I have all of them in ray col- 
lection. 

Barnsley wrote rae he was coming. Fuld is coming from Boston 
if possible and if we get a few more we can have a conven- 
tion • 

I hope my talk doesn*t lay an egg, I will try to deliver 
it in Latin, show the slides out of focus and upside down, 
read long excerpts from books, limit ray talk to three hours 
to insure its reception, and is it all right to address 
the group as "roll collectors", "speculators", and "fuddy- 
duddies"? 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR l-a763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 

CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


November I|., 1959 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for the nice letter. I especially liked the last paragraph, and read it 
to a numbe of people over the phone today. One suggestion was made that I copy 
It, and let the man who introduces you at the MS, read it. Sorry you're arriving 
so late Friday. Our N.Y. club meets for dinner at 6:30 PM, and we usually break 
• 'should your plans change, and you arrive earlier, we meet at the 
N.Y.U. club, 123 West U3rd Street, .-ould love to see you there. I don't know 
you get to N.Y. once and go to a fancy dance. We haven't been to a dance in years. 

I guess we're just suburbanites, and stick in the muds. If you let me know where 
you're staying, if it's at all possible. I'll pick you up, and we can go on th the 
MS together. Try to remember to bring those punches. I told this fellow about 
them, and he seems to think he can pin them down. Do you know if any Gaillard 
ever signed anything other than Theodore Jr., on the South ^arolina issue"? By 
the way, you left out a category, there are now bag collectors. One dealer brought 
about 10 bags of 1959 nickels to the Atlantic City convention, and sold them allJJJ 
You dicn't mention anything about those notes. Will you bring some trading material 
along with you? Or, do you want me to price them? You know how I feel about 
pricing them, but if that's the only way you'll have it, let me know, and I'll do it. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONE ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 



November 7, 1959 


Dear Eric ; 

Of course you must be busy, but here's another one for you to try to pin do-wn 
before you come east. It may turn out to be a nothing, but, I can't seem to 
locate the obverse. Perhaps I need a set of photographic dates. 

Some time ago, you mentioned that Mort Stack was correct when he said that an- 
other Jew other than Ben Levy signed Continental money (Ben Jacobs). I also 
have that signature, but, where did you pin doiivn the information tnat he was 
Jev.'ish? I can't find him listed in the Jewish Encyclopedia, xviort also saia that 
Abrams 'Signing on N.Y. notes and. Stark on Virginia were also Jevvish. I can't 
find listings for them either. Have you been able to find other sources for this 
information? Is it correct? Are there any others? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



'^Richard Picker 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island, N.Y. 
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November 9, 19^9 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P .O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New lork 

Dear Dick: 


It is very nice for you to want to call for me and 
take me to ANS but I will probably be in Scarsdale 
on Saturday raorhing and take the train in to the 

Plaza. As soon as I 

1^ subway. It 

IS better that way, ' 


If you think I want 
are free to do so - 


to go to a fancy dance, you 
but my wife is coming too. 


I will bring the 
I have belonging 


punches and all 
to your or your 


other items which 
clients. 


I am sorry I cannot attend your New York Club’s 

dinner meeting but will look forward to meeting any 

nfnn*^ Who ’ ohoose to come to ANS the next after- 
o o n • 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


November 1kg 19$9 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dick: 


th® three punches which 
CoiiimSfr copper and silver Immune 

with P^®c®s of Continental Currency 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


dictated 11/9/59 


A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 

CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


November 25, 1959 


De ar Eric : 

Please excuse the delay in congratulating you on the fine talk. It was excellent. 

I know that 1 enjoyed it very much, as did everybody with Vv'hom I talked. You 
should do this more often, here, I still haven't returned the Iirimunes to Cyril, 
but will do so today. You still can't convince me that the bronze piece has a 
die break. I've studied it under a ten power glass, and every indication points 
to a planchet defect. Also, I can't imaging how a break in the die could lift 
the metal, if it weren't already defective. That would have to be a pretty hign 
incidence of co-incidence, having a die beeak in the exact place of a defective 
•point on the planchet, and raise it so that there is no indication of the break. 
I've s^^oken to Doug Smith, who's a collector of the die varieties, and die break 
progressions of the draped bust Large cents. ^ has an excellent collection of 
them, probably unsurpassed, and has studied breaks ana defects quite a good deal, 
though he wasn't able to come out to see this piece, I described it to him, along 
v.'ith the theory, and in all of his experience, he hasn't seen or heard of anything 
like it. In any event, I don't vrant to hold the coin indefinitely, so will return 
it to Cyril, and ask him to keep it handy to lend to me again. If and when you let 
me knov/ that you're coming on to N.Y., I'll borrow it again, and also borrow a 
stereo microscope, and we can examine it again, and that instrument ought to sin- 
swer any question about it. 

In going over my original slips, on those punches, I find that I have listed 10 
copper test bars. Frankly, I don't remember 10 bars, or, just how many there were, 
but if you find a number of them around, and can't remember where they came from, 
they're probably mine. But, don't put any time into it, they're unii'iiportant, and, 
the entry may have been in error. On the same subject, I remamber that you had a 
number of these punches of your own. Would it be possible for me to borrow these 
so that we can run tests on all of them at one time? 

After our talk, I'm assmning that you're going to round uf) some coins that you feel 
will be a fair trade for this Colonial paper that i have. Is this a correct as- 
sumption? 

Did you see the article in the SCRAPBC'OK, November, by Walter Thompson??? 

Kindest regards, and happy fhanksgiving. 



A.N.A. 


A.N.S. 



MAYFAIR 1-D763 

SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 

COLONIAL AND STATE COINS 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


November 28 , 1959 


Dear Eric : 

/lias just checking over some of my Massachusetts silver, and find tnat I have these 
two "transitional pieces". Thought you might like to see them, and record them 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



Richard Picker 


DATE 
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A.N.A. 


A.N.B. 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONE ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


er 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CGLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


NQUIRIES 


Deceraber 3 , 1959 


Dear Eric : 

Here's another one to play with. I saw this in the collection of a friend, and 
borrowed it to show you. Though you may have seen it, I've never seen an X like 
this one. As far as know it isn't for sale or trade, but if you think it's 
interesuing enough, I can see Virhat I can oo. 

Have been expecting a letter from you re : that ^olonial paper, 
kindest regards. 


Sincerely 



ri-ichard Picker 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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